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MS Noordereiland

NOORDEREILAND

1. Koningshaven 2. Koninginnebrug 3. De Hef (Koningsha-
venbrug) 4. Former offices of Frans Swarttouw's Havenbe-
drijf 5. Former Hulstkamp distillery 6. NE Gallery Joe Cillen
7. Memorial column for T.J. Stieltjes 8. Ruim il

9, Light mast 10. Prins Hendrikkade 11. Het Noorderlicht
12. Ship’s homn 13. Willemsbrug
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'y Handelsterrein, recall this hor-

dhthe digging of Koningshaven (King's Dock)
{872, an island 'tvas created that would be
own as Noordereiland. It connected with
jenoord via a road bndge called Koninginne-
g and a rail bridge. Initially, both bridges

Jere SWing bridges. However, the original
foninginnebrug (Queen’s Bridge) from 1876

i ceverely da maged in a collision involving a
geman cargo ship in 1913 and would eventu-
Jlybe replaced in. 1929.w|th the present-day
jouble bascule bridge wl_th characteristic
Dﬁdgemasters houses with copper roofs,

The rail bridge from 1877 had to make way in
1926 for the impressive Hef (Lift), or Konings-
ravenbrug as itis officially called. The latter
yas decommissioned in 1993, after the com-
pletion of the railway tunnel between the Cen-
yal Station and Feijenoord. The rail bridge, an
icon of modern industrial Rotterdam, was listed
{12000 as a State monument.

The Dutch
avant-garde
filmmaker Joris
Ivens (1898-
1989) achieved
his international
breakthrough in
| 1928 with a
short film called
De Brug (The
Bridge) In which
the monumental
Koningshaven-
brug, commonly
known as De
Hef, played the
lead. The UK
magazine Close-
up described the
film, in which
the camera
moves in the eye
of an oncoming
train, as a "pure
visual sympho-
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KOP VAN zuip, THE ROTTERDAM DOCKLANDS

bt
8 uiac:{) :;d. Up to this day, can

Initially, it was a residen§ZIor: tJ_n Foie

_ eighbourhood for

Deqple employed in the maritime or inland nayi-
gation sector. It had, on the whole, quite a bal-
anced social mix. The shipowners, freight for-
warders and port magnates settled around Prin-
s,enhoufd and in the stately homes at the west
side of Maaskade, which Wwas also a mooring
place for domestic steamships. Dockworkers
and other less well-off citizens tended to live on
the east side.

There was also semi-industrial activity going
on. In 1883, seven years before Philips
embarked on his maiden experiments, Hol-
land’s first commercial light bulb factory was
established here, though it must also be said
the plant was closed down again only twelve
years later. Other industrial establishments on
Noordereiland were a ship repair company,
which lives on in the name Sleephellingstraat
(Slipway Street), a printing plant and the Hulst-
kamp distillery, the main building of which, at
Maaskade no. 120, is still used as a confer-
ence venue and party hall. A few houses along,
atno. 113, is where the offices of Frans Swart-
touw’s Havenbedrijf used to be located. Aged
only 18, Frans Swarttouw (1868-1949) estab-
lished a stevedoring company that specialised
in bulk. Under the motto ‘Wij pakken alles’ (We
handle anything), it developed into one of the
largest cargo-handling firms in the port of Rot-
terdam. The name Frans Swarttouw's
Havenbedrijf dis-
appeared in 1992
after a merger.

In 1922, Frans Swart-
touw's Havenbedrijf
moved into this majes-
tic office building at

nally built for the Rot-
A8Y terdam shipowner

& Willem van Driel. By
! 1979, Swarttouw had
outgrown the bullding,
and It was taken over
by a real estate agent.
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